Rustic Cottage Tucked Away

in the Mountains
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Christmas-time in the Tomashowski household 15 2
jovous me. Tucked into the alpire wonderland of
Kyle Caryon, the family shares with us both how they
celebrate the Holidays, and the love of family.

Gary and  Angre, mge‘-.he.r with Eatie, Brandon and
Faylor, begin the festivities early in the season’ by
puitting up lghts during Thanksgiving weekend, and
making a handmade ornament commemarating the
family for that vear. The tree is a family memory tree.
Angie prefers simple decorations with matural
omaments in keeping with the surroundings. The
home on ML f.'ih;:r]-;*:qmn is the only home th
lomashowski children have ever known; Kab
graduated with Honors last year and is now following
in her parents® fonotsteps, learning the Real Estate
business as a drd generation Realtor (Angie and Grary
own Mt. Charleston Realty).

The exterior is just as festive as the interior as they puf
up LOTS of wreaths, providing plenty of magica
backdrops for their annual family photo Christmas
card. Each year, Angie and the girls roll pinecones i
peanut butter and seed for bird feeders, o thei
feathered friends can feast for the holiday as well.

For human consumplion. the
Tomashowski’s usually serve
traditional turkey dinner wath
jealously guarded stuffing
recipe she refuses to share
However, we cocrced an
i;_gzl-{'u]r_*i_‘i until she fi[l-il”_'g.' |L.‘.I.'L‘-.-"ﬂ.1L L
the secret ingredients [see recip
page 92).

Recalling their first Christmase
together in  their mountal

home, Angie and {aar
reminisce  about  “the  Firs
stocking, the first little doll, th

first Hot Wheel car. .. each of ou
children's first: Christmases; th

§ continuty of Chrstmas ritual

; j from cradle to eraduation in th

"' L same himme.”







Some of their time-wom Lraii{hﬂns and
memaries include: “When my oldest
~daughter was old enough ta enjoy.
(“hristmas, wo placed an orange and an
apple in the toe of her stocking and we've
dona it with tha other two children also.
1t's the Jecling. ﬂf Itrad,:hnnﬂ we parents can,
enjoy, and in- tueh Hope fhat our children
™ will continue orice they have their own.

children. Christmys doesn't have to be all
about expensive gitts and all.of the holiday:
pariies. Just sit back and enjoy the feeling
af Tove. After all, Hmts what Christmas is
allabout. -~

“Oine of the most Injgtainerl memuories for
us,” she continues, ik having each of our
three children when they, could T;&arelpr
walk and haying them expedencing thei
first smow, p]adn_g thent in desp’ pmn.?l:[r!t
and; fee].n‘ng what it 15, tI'l.-E:.tm'. HEESIOTS,
awareness and: rfqun’slt} of falling srow;
feeling it on their face for the first Hme.
Likea puppy in the snow.

"‘I'l:lgtelllfr. ma}..mg_ El'll;l‘l-'l." angels, leaving
cookies and ik for Santa Claus m:!
' carrols for the reindeer, Creating -iplz::!
hometnade Christmas cards for our fani.
Baking Christmas goodies for friends at
feighbors, Opening a few presents - “on
Chrisimas  Bvel Eteddlng making
SNOWmen, a-nﬂwhalls a].:'lng in a:l:l
shoveling snoy ta's footpri
3 {b.;uhy o wﬂ'eﬁ}m the llwng room ﬂ-:z-
1t's a bonding time watching the fHre Eﬂﬂ
I:eﬂln,gamnas ,

“One year, on & particularly memorable
Christmas Eve, there [were] r,Et:t:'H}'
s-lmped slow-lalling - snow HHE:

interior of our fiviig room was filled ‘ui".ltﬁ
WAl fradtlmhhﬁe and numenous I.el:l:glz,
colorful Christinas lights running Fromo
baam (o beam: 'T'he erfect Christmas su’g
was playing —‘White Christmas’ by Bing
Croshy. The front door was open' o enijoy
the holiday music. The bright red, yellow,
blue and green Christmas  lights
;ilummaﬁng_ .. the inside. The exterior
Chzistmas l"l'ILb highlighted  the
ﬁn:}wﬂakns-muﬂd& All of us were dan

o the du{:l-; 1t's ome of our most cherish
memories.”




Ihese iovely candle
holders are simple o
ik, Plach seastinal
PRI T ire battom
ol a mason Jar Fill o
near top with water
and then top with
fresh cranberries and
a floating candle
Enjoy!

he Tomashoski family
tradition of putting oranges int
Christmas stockings dates back
to the times of 51. Nich-olas.
himself, The story says that St
Micholas overheard some yoOung
maidens who were upset
becaase they were guing to be
sold off into slavery because
they did not have enough rmong
for a respectable dowry,
therefore no husband could be
found for them. After the girls
had washed their stockings th
had hung them to dry by the fij
The next moming they fournd
enough gold coins in their
slockings for a very adeguate
dowry. [t is suspected (hat the
coins had bean thrown into the
window or down the chimmey
and had landed in the stocking
The gold that St. Nicholas is
known for throwing has been
repre-sented by gold balls,
therefore making oranges, < nd
even apples, today’s symbol of
the pold. 5t Nicolas Day s
celebrated on December 613




