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by Lucie B. Amundsen

FROM VEGAS
TO EDEN

peaceful mountain rermeat mighs not be vour image of Las
Vegas, but with Mevadas Spring Mountains bess than half
an hour from the bright lights of The Sorip, it may just be
the area’s bigpese prize. Ar beas, thars whar the
Tomashowskas chink.

During the 10 pears the Tomashowskis . e :
TR R L Sy AT lix the sladew of thiz snow-capped mountain range

retreat, they've come to love their ringed by desert, Garry and .'".I:Itl'li:-|llll‘l.ﬂ'|!|1'l|-'|-"-.l'l| have cre-
outdoor spaces beit ated theis own licle Eden. Mear Mount Charleston, peaking at
pezarky 12,000 feer, the couple planted their firit garden ar theis
rétreat = n grand syie,
The Tomashowskis bought theer cedar A-frame place 20
years ago with the idea it would be their pimary residence. ™We
| had been married 10 years and couldnt have a family, so my wife
] sugirested we change up our lifestyle and buy a mountan house,”
says Laarry
! Perhaps it was the crisp mountain air, but their fumily now
!.

phome coerieyy tha Theasbowakis
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Three waterfal, 3 pond and 1000 fwe
of slate walloways and patios are

just @ few of the landscaping features
that dafine “Tranguilicy Base [,

the Tomashowlos' name Tor their
putdeor-focused mourain retreac

“Ohvee o kids graduared from the
lirtle rws-room sehoal Bouse in Ao
Chaslezron, we needad o be nearer
the high school and all thear acowvi-
e, acdemits Garry,

Bar the family dashes up the
7500 leet o theie mownizin recrear
— named Tranguilicy Base 1
chance I|.|l.':.' get and not jus Friday
|'|i:_-1 te. " When VOMLL caban i 25 mmin-
wees away, vou donT have 1o wale for
the '.'l.':n:[{n:nd." SAYS I:__n.:.n'_'.-'. “Irs like a
Iritde it oof rétirement everyday.”

However, for many vears Tran
quiliny Base 1 soermed anything bue
meanguil — given the extensive projects
underway, “We did somuch, We
even opened up the whale wp foor
i make a cathedral l_'l."itil:lf__l..“ gaid
Crarry whe then reclaimed every serap
of excess ceclar, He reworked thar old
cedar Hooring into everyrhing From
French doors 1o planrers.

TAKING IT OUTSIDE

When the Tomashowsks hnaliy
felt the cibin’s ingeror was com-
plere, they sex cheir sighrs ourdoors,
They walked the properry and found
areas thar inspired them, Some were
spocs they coasld envision J:.il'l'li.l_l-' and
friends gathering, and ather areas
were set asidle for quier contempla-
g, "W ook the gv:|1|:-'ra| h|1H!!lL' o
a space, found 3 view or a pine o be
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the focal poine and wenr from there,”
savs Carry:

Cince the coupls had an ides
of their plan, it was time to link the
picces rogether. MNearfy 2,000 feer of
glare was lasd ro creare the extensive
walloways and patios thar would con-
nect ihe different f_u::!r:n.'. b Chdide
a whele landscape, Bur with some
pieces ol stone 1-'.L'i|:-_|1[r|g_ i L Hi0
pounds, Garry needed help

“I rented a mins-backhoe, which
honeschy was fun,” he admies, bur
it was still o daunting sk o lib
and place the delicare skare slabs,
Alchourgh he didd ive some Labos
por belpy Garry wanted hands-on
invedvement., hPI:I.lL'iIiE stone 15 |ike
purring rogether 4 jigsaw puzzle, and
| weanred ihe bese bi Er:_m-:i'nle."

WHIMSICGAL SHAPES

With che project™s foundation
now delined by the stonework, it was
1iﬂ'|{' (4] S{'Iﬁ[ ||'|I: F‘L'II'ITng.T. ."I.I'II:I. ETLHIE
o thie Tomashowekis™ sovle, o was
a large-scale operation, The couple
ren red rwn |:|:|'n"i|:|¥ irucks u.l'!l.‘l diﬂl-'l:
200 miles o Cadar Ciry, Ltth, The
diraw was Big Trees Mursery; a busi-
ness thar specializes m hardy plans
perfect for the mountain dimare

In addition o mrees and peren-
neals, the Tomashowskis also pll:iv'.l:'&
up an education. The nursery owner,
Brad Williams, aughc them every-
[hir.l._g from how :lﬂp o -:]i._g the hales
to hosy o mainin maoere plantings.
"1 ook Jors of notes, becaise when
it comes to plants, he's the man,”
s1vs Learry, -
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The couple rerurned home with
eighr different species of pines, nu-
merous midsized shrubs and a bouncy
of Acwing planes o crease what
Garry calls “whimsical shapes” within
the gardens.

WATER WORKS

The couple wanted o add the
m.alz,iml sounels and smells of warer o
both their medirazive and barbegue

areas: They decided tI:IL'_!.' needed a
wazerfall — acrually three warerfalls
thar Aew ineo a nighe-lic pond.
Whrer now runs under the
Ea:'d:n's spectacular G- food cable
suspension bridge offering an wnsur-
pagsed view of the landscape, "Be-
canse of the driftwood we've collectexd
off the mountain and added 1o the
beds, they feel organic,” says Carry:
Lussh pi.:nr'\:.. which were welected Foi

This desr enjoys the Tasnashowslls’
cabin grounds too and lives in sm@rk

contrast to the Vegas serip less than a
malf howur away

their ioferance for ]IL‘lwinE WALET,
thrive ar the stream’s edpe,

BASKING IN SUCCESS

r‘:ﬂw [l'lﬂ:' I:l!:IIIF|1I' 1.!|'|||'|:|"1 ll‘ll.':‘
waork walks through the garden,
weeding and timming as chey go,
"Wl were never what you'd call green
thumbs, but now wee fiod we just get
|.-|:m; in the wﬂlrk. Eli-lhl: E,a]'d:{l'l.-' FVE
Garry, who regularhy pulls out bushels
of trimmings.

The Tomashowskis estimate it
winld have cost the family 2 quarter
af a million dodlars o hire '|:l|'|.1i'l.-.°a-
sionals For dheir deeam landscape, Bus
they'll tell you they wouldn® trxde all
their hard-won experience. [t feeds
their coey winter daydreams of the
next calhn project. £
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